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ITOTES  03sr  TABLES  JLBTID  IB. 


Note  1.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  “Combined  Districts”  must  make  a separate  Betwrn  for  the  District  of  each 
District  Council. 

2.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  acting  for  a portion  only  of  the  District  of  a District  Council  should^  ivrite,  in 
the  heading  of  the  Table,  the  designation  of  the  Division  for  which  they  act. 

3.  The  words  “ Urban,”  “Rural,”  or  “Metropolitan”  must  be  inserted  in  the  appropriate  space  in  the  heading, 
according  as  the  District  is  Urban  or  Rural,  or  is  withim  the  Metropolitan  Area. 

4.  The  “ Localities  ” adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  should  he  areas  of  known  population  ; such  as 
parishes,  groups  of  parishes,  townships  or  wards. 

As  stated  at  the  head  of  the  first  column  in  each  Table,  Ptiblic  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate 
localities,  and  the  deaths  in  them  should  be  separately  recorded.  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries, 
Asylums,  and  other  establishments  into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received 
are  Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

5.^  The  deaths  which  have  to  be  classified  in  this  Tabl^  (Aj,  and  summed  up  in  the  horizontal  line  of  “ Totals,” 

are  the  whole  of  those  registered  as  having  actually  occurred  in  the  several  localities  comprised  within  the 
Division  or  District.  But  the  registered  number  of  deaths  frequently  requires  correction  before  it  can  give 
an  exact  view  of  the  mortality  of  a Division  or  District ; and  the  two  lowest  horizontal  lines  are  provided 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  indicate,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  what  the 
extent  of  such  corrections  should  be.  Details  concerning  the  corrective  figures,  e.g.,  the  institutions  that 
have  been  considered,  or  the  particular  localities  to  which  corrections  apply,  may  appear  in  the  text  of  the 
report  or  in  supplementary  tables. 


Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or 
Division  to  which  this  Eeturn  relates. 

Area  in  Acres 


Population  (1891). 


f Estimated  to 
V middle  of  1896 


General 


Death 

PbUtes. 


Infant  (trnder 
one  year  of 


per  1,000 
) Population,  esti- 
I mated  to  middle 
of  1890. 


per  1,000  Births 
Besistered. 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  A and  B,  attention  has  been  given  to  the 

notes  endorsed  on  the  Tables. 


fDate]__ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1897. 


W B & L (.55or)- 677.35— lO^CO-l  0-06 


X 


1 1 
§ ® 

^ o 
^ o 
® 2 

1 n 

■ 


o 

C3 

“{ 

O' 

® 

o' 

D 

3 

CK5 


tr  ^ 
o ® 

»-i 

g-e; 
p g- 


5 Ba 

fl.  K g 

g 

r*“  c O 

3.  ^ 03 
® ® 

» O 
3 O 

-“V  OD  |-*»  ^ 


a 'ih 


nP  o'  cl-  ° 
® ffi  S'  2 

?5  B QD  r* 

2.(r3  ® 3 


O e?  o el- 
?r-  60  ® ® 
.O  m <«•  O. 


§ so 

cn  ^ 3 M 


c3  „ 
t— * 3 2 
ox  Pj  P C?' 
• o Ox 


K 

' ^ w 


Smallpox. 


Scarlatina. 


Diphtheria.  1 w 


Membranous 

Croup. 


Typhus. 


Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 


Continued 


Eelapsing 


Puerperal.' 


Cholera. 


Erysipelas. 


ileasles. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery 


Rheumatic 
‘ Fever. 


Phthisis. 


Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy. 


Heart 

Disease. 


Injuries. 


All  Other 
Diseases. 


w 

o 

r/3 


I 

tj- 

CD 

P 

B' 


\i 


m 


O ffl 


Pj  CD 


S' 


P 

e 

ff+- 


521 

o 

ct- 

Si 

o 

P 

Cl“ 

t-o 

o 

p 

o 


Ch  5^ 
p"  o 


p" 

CD 

o 


DP  O 

® ^ 
o ^ 
o 

tp  p 

B ? 

p CD 
® hP 
P 
o 
o 
o 

►J 


~sr 

p 


cc 


w 

p 


o 

P 

W 

o 


p- 

G 


p 


S-  cl- 


1 “ 
c'  5-' 


« 

H 

4O 

H 

l> 

fi 

CD 

e 

V 

^ 

‘ ; 4 ' 

'-flcss 

^ - 

L. 

1 

1 

^ 

p 

J 

' 

6 upwds. 

Under  5 

c;x 

P3 

TIJ 

Oi 

m 

Under  5 

6 upwds. 

Under  5 

6 upwds. 

Under  6 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  6 

0^ 

Pi 

P 

Under  5 

CH 

t=i 

"d 

&. 

P 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  6 

ax 

a 

Qj 

P 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

d 

Pj 

® 

Cft 

o\ 

pj 

p 

d 

p 

Oi 

ct 

( 

• 

— 

V 

— 

- 

t 

— 

_ 

• 

% 

or« 

? * ? S'? 

I S E.-5  2 


p'  !»  * 

CT?  ^ p 


i-S 

gc 


i a- 


Eegistered 

Birthfl. 


Smallpox. 


Scarlatina,  j tc 


Diphtheria.!  m 


Membranous 

Croup. 


Typhus. 


Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 


Continued 


I Relapsinf 


Puerperal 


Cholera.  o 


Erysipelas. 


Smallpox. 


Scarlatina. 


Diphtheria. 


Membranous 

Croup. 


Typhus. 


Enteric 

or 

Typhoid 


Continued 


Relapsing 


Puerperal  co 


Cholera. 


Erysipelas. 


r* 

® c 

® s 

a 2 
> 


B >- 


C tP 
^ o 

G 

p > 

g E 

P 5 


! 


z s 


> p 


M S 


CD 


Cb 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  B. 

(See  also  Notes  on  hack  of  Table  A.) 


Note  1.  The  present  Table  B.  is  concerned  with  population,  births,  and  sickness  (not  with  mortality)  in  the  district 
or  division  to  which  the  Table  relates. 

2.  As  stated  in  the  heading  of  Col.  (a),  Public  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate  localities,  and  the 
new  cases  of  sickness  in  them  should  he  separately  recorded.  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries,  Asylums, 
and  other  establishments  into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received,  are 
Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

3.  Comments  on  any  unequal  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  upon  the  several  localities,  and  considerations  as  to  the 
local  incidence  of  consumption  and  other  prevalent  diseases,  should,  be  made  in  the  text  of  the  Report. 


li  ^ L rr55u)  r.TrKi  10200-10-00 


ANNUAL  RKPORT  f)F  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER. 

Dr  Smvth  read  his  annual  report  as  follows,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  it  be  printed  and  considered  at 
next  meeiina  ; — 

Gentlemen, — The  writing  of  niy  annual  report  this 
year  is  an  exceptionally  pleasant  duty  to  me,  inasmuch 
as  I have  to  note  several  sanitary  reforms  which  have 
been  effected  during  the  year.  Whether  it  be  a 
coincident  or  a result  of  those  sanitary  measures  I 
am,  at  present,  unable  to  say,  but  I have  much 
pleasure  in  recording  the  lowest  death  rate  I have 
known  in  the  history  of  the  district. 

Population.  — \.  think  I am  justified  in  basing  the 
estimate  of  the  population  on  the  figures  supplied  to 
the  Chief  Oonstable  when  application  was  .uade  for 
extra  po  ice  force.  The  population  then  given  was 
practically  in  round  numbers  4 500.  This  is  a fair 
approximation  to  the  actual  number. 

Death  Rate — The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  was  59.  This  gives  an  annual  mortality  of 
IJ'1 1 per  thousand,  wliich  is  very  satisfactory.  If. 
however,  we  eliminate  3 cases  of  death  through 
accident,  and  twocase.s  of  pers  ms  not  belonging  to  the 
district,  we  get  the  ao  mil  mortality  of  12  per 
thousand.  This,  occurring  as  it  doss,  in  a working 
class  population  such  as  ours  establishes  almost  a 
record.  The  decrease  in  mortaiity  is  mo’t  marked  in 
children  under  one  year.  Ttds  fact  in  icseif  lauso  siiow  )- 
a more  intelligent  care  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
charge  of  the  infants,  and  it  must  be  a highly  gratify- 
ing statement  to  make  considering  the  strictures  one 
frequently  reads  in  certain  reports  both  of  coroners 
and  medical  officers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  lhat  iii  Amhie, 
at  least,  the  boiley  ” haliit  is  not  gaining  ground  but 
rather  the  reverse  and  that  “ood.  sound,  pure  milk  is 
taking  its  place.  It  is  a mere  impossihility  to  have 
strong  healthy  chifiren.  unless  you  follow  the  laws 
of  nature  and  give  that  only  which  tlie  cliild  can 
digest,  i.e.,  milk  and  milk  alone  nntil  the  child  reaches 
the  age  of  six  months  nW  c nses.  Well  now.  having 
said  so  much  on  that  siiiqect  I must  treat  of  the  actual 
number  of  deaths  registei'ed  under  one  year.  This 
is  19.  giving  a death  rate  of  4 99  per  thousand.  If  wo 
look  at  the  other  end  of  the  table  we  find  that  ten 
deaths  occurred  in  those  w ho  had  reached  the  age 
of  ti5  years  and  over,  six  having  exceeded  seventy 
years  and  two  eighty. 

Causes  of  MortaliUj. on  looking  over  the 
causes  which  liave  produced  this  mortality  there  is 
nothing  special  to  note  except  perhaps  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  infectious  disease,  with,  in  fact,  only 
one  exception  and  tliere  is  only  one  death  due  to  that 
cause.  Phthisis  seems  to  have  claimed  the  largest 
number  of  victims  (’"ine  in  all)  among.«t  the  other 
classified  diseases.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
special  sanitary  reason  why  this  should  he  so.  except 
the  moistu  e laden  slate  of  the  atmosphere  during  the 
last  four  months  of  the  year.  Of  course,  that  is  a con- 
dition over  which  we  as  sanitarians  have  not  yet  any 
control.  Other  lung  complaints  caused  eigtt  deaths, 
which  wonid,  in  part,  he  explained  by  my  previous 
remarks.  During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the 
weather  was  exceedingly  mild  and  dry,  and  during  that 
time  the  sickness  and  death  rate  were  very  exception- 
ally low  witii  an  average  death  rate  of  1159  per 
thousand.  In  tlie  last  lialf  of  the  year  we  had  the  two 
extremes— Octnher  with  its  death  rate  of  2 66  per 
thousand,  and  December  with  29  ’.30  per  thousand.  The 
varying  state  of  the  atmospheric  conditions  probably 
acC'Uinted  for  these  extremes. 

neaUh  of  the  DwfrtcL— The  health  of  the  community 
during  the  year  tias  t.een  exceptionally  good,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  I record  a total  absence  of  any  epidemic 
of  any  notirialde  disease.  Whooping  cough  (which  is 
not  a notifiable  disease)  of  a mild  type  has  been 
prevalent  but  no  cases  of  a serious  type  have  come  to 
my  knowledge 

Birth  Rate. — The  total  number  of  births  registered 
during  the  year  was  142,  of  which  65  were  males  and 
77  females,  giving  a birth  rate  of  31‘55  per  thousand, 
which  shows  a healthy  increase  in  population. 

Sanitation— Water  Supply.  — [ note  with  satisfaction 
the  completion  of  the  water  scheme,  which  was  a 
matter  of  urgent  sanitary  importance.  We  have  now 
a supply  which  will  compare  favourably  with  that  of 
anv  Urban  District  in  the  county,  both  as  regards 
quantity  and  quality.  This  latter  was  considered 


doubtful  owing  to  the  degree  of  hardness  shown  by 
chemical  analysis.  Fortunately  the  practical  test 
proves  it  a far  superior  domestic  supply  to  what  one 
was  led  to  suppose  from  the  analysis  alone.  I trust  it 
will  be  largely  taken  advantage  of  by  the  community 
in  using  it  for  all  purposes  which  will  tend  te  improve 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  I refer  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  substitution  of  water  closets  for  the 
present  privies.  It  is  the  cleanest  and  quickest  method 
ot  removal  of  all  excrementitious  matters,  and,  there- 
fore, the  most  eanitiry.  There  should  also  be  a tap 
and  hose  in  each  slaughter  house  so  that  all  the  walls 
and  floors  may  be  effectually  cleaned. 

I should  also  recommend  the  use  of  a hose  and  spray 
nozzle  for  watering  the  streets  instead  of  the  slow 
and  insufficient  water  cart. 

The  sewers  should  now  be  thoroughly  flushed  at 
least  once  a month,  as  I understand  convenient  con- 
nections are  now  made  in  the  water  pipes  which  may 
be  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  provision  of  public  urinals  is  much  needed,  but 
ttiat  subject,  together  with  a general  street  improve- 
ment scheme,  is  now  under  consideration  in  the 
Council,  and  there  I must  leave  it  at  present. 

Public  Water  Troughs. — Public  water  troughs  in  con- 
venient places  would  be  of  great  service,  more 
especially  to  beasts  of  burden  in  warm  weather.  Might 
I mention  i he  unsightly  approach  to  the  Central  Hall  ? 
I would  recommend  the  Council  to  close  in  that  open 
culvert  and  substitute  therefor  a water  trough.  The 
foregoing  should  receive  your  attention  during  the 

_opming  year. 

i Sewers — A matter  ot  the  greatest  sanitary  import- 
ance has  received  your  attention  during  the  past  year. 
I refer  ro  the  Queen  Street  sewer  which  has  long  been 
a snuroe  of  the  gravest  danger  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  street.  A like  remark  applies  to  the  work  com- 
pleted behind  the  Waterloo  Hotel  and  its  junction  with 
the  Church  Street  sewer.  I trust  now  that  the  sewers 
are  put  into  a sanitary  condition  that  the  owners  of  the 
adjoining  property  will  see  that  the  drains  in  connec- 
tion with  the  same  will  also  be  put  into  and  kept  in  a 
sanitary  state.  For  further  remarks  on  this  subject 
and  likewise  with  reference  to  scavenging  yards, 
bakehouses,  cowsbeds,  slaughter  houses,  streets,  &c. , 
I reier  you  to  the  able  report  of  your  Inspector,  Mr 
Gilison 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.— 1 think  the  present 
a very  opportune  time  for  you  to  adopt  the  Notification 
of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  which  I have  urged  on  you 
for  your  aooption  in  previous  reports.  The  bogey  of 
expense  cannot  be  used  as  an  argument  against  its 
adoption  on  the  present  occasion,  seeing  that  the 
Council  would  only  have  had  one  half-crown 
to  pay  during  the  whole  year.  Again,  now 
when  there  is  no  infectious  disease  prevalent 
your  Medical  Officer  could  be  made  aware  of 
the  first  case  so  that  measures  could  be  taken  to 
prevent  its  spread  in  the  district.  I therefore  strongly 
urge  this  matter  i n you  for  your  consideration. 

Hospital.  — Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious 
diseases  is  closely  allied  to  the  foregoing,  and  I there- 
fore, as  on  former  occasions,  bring  this  matter 
forward  for  your  consideration.  We  are  at  present 
piobably  living  in  dangerous  proximity  to  an 
epidemic  of  small  pox  seeing  the  laxity  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Vaccination  Acta.  I am  not  here  to 
criticise  the  L/aw  of  the  Realm,  but  it  seems  an 
anomalous  state  of  affairs  that  through  the  fault  in 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  one  authority  another 
may  be  made  to  pay  the  penalty  in  the  shape  of  pro- 
viding isolation  hospitals  and  the  necessary  expense 
incurred  theretiy.  However  we  had  better  be  prepared 
for  what  may  occur  at  no  very  distant  date. 

Disinfection.  — Having  so  far  prepared  for  emergency 
— or  rather  against  the  spread  of  disease — there  is  just 
another  matter  that  requires  to  be  provided  for  and 
that  is  the  disinfection  of  clothing,  &o.,  of  infected 
cases.  We  have  no  such  means  at  our  command  at 
present.  Theretore  I recommend  to  your  consideration 
the  providing  of  a disinfecting  chamber,  many  of 
which  we  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  at  the  Sanitary 
Congress  held  in  Newcastle  in  September.  I am  very 
pleased  indeed  to  present  you  with  such  a satisfactory 
report,  and  1 trust  that  in  the  coming  year  I shall  not 
have  any  cause  to  alter  the  complimentary  remarks 
with  which  it  is  prefaced. — I am,  Gentlemen,  your 
obedient  servant, 

W.  SMYTH,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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